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Karin Weber Gallery is proud to announce renowned German artist Willi Siber's
first solo show in Asia since the pandemic, his fifth with the gallery.

‘Masterclass' sees a continuation of this versatile artist's uncompromising
commitment to pure abstraction and exploration of materials, always pushing
limits of form, light, colour and space. His vibrant, tactile creations continue to
offer challenges in interpretation as Siber teases the viewer's expectations and
perspectives with ‘objects’ that intersect boundaries between picture, installation
and sculpture.

Works in this show include new takes on some established favourites, such as
Siber's classic oval- and brick-shaped Wall Objects, now executed in metallic
varnishes across indented surfaces to offer a quasi- holographic visual effect.
Innovative themes and materials result from years of experimentation across all
elements of Siber's practice. Round, wall mounted pieces are based on satellite
maps of planet topographies recorded by NASA, introducing an astronomically
themed line of work. Matt white pieces provide a striking departure from
Siber's ongoing embrace of colour and light; instead, they offer a powdery, calm
antithesis to the vibrancy of Siber's regular ceuvre. The introduction of bronze
as a new material allows the artist to re-imagine some of his favourite shapes in
more compact sizes, with a uniquely precious texture and energy.

‘Masterclass' offers a snapshot of a mature artist at the top of his game, with
no signs of slowing down. Siber remains curious, driven and constantly on the
lookout for his next breakthrough material, shape or idea. We are honoured to be
part of his journey and excited to introduce his new works to his many existing
fans and new audiences.

Karin Welber Gallery, February 2023
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THE ART OF WILLI SIBER

Dr. phil. Stefanie Dathe

Willi Siber (born 1949), famous for his distinctive and consistently surprising
image and form creations, is one of the most important contemiporary artists in
southern Germany today.

The artistic practice of this sculptor, painter and draughtsman is impossible to
assign to a particular style and continually questions the aesthetic effect of his
materials. Be it wood, resin or steel, Willi Siber's panels, wall, floor and room
objects inevitably captivate the viewer. Be it his delicate lattice objects, moving
steel sculptures, his expansive wall objects or relief panel works, the play with the
impression of weight and lightness, density and dissolution, vitality, vulnerability
and disembodiment is always at the forefront of his multi-faceted surface
treatments. Willi Siber's art is simultaneously distant and close, tangible and
intangible, stubborn and tender. It lives on contrasts, on the play with sensory
perception and the experience of material, colour and form, surface, depth and
space.

As wide-ranging as his artistic forms of expression is the power of variation of
his images, sculptures and objects. This multiplicity results from the exploration
of material-intrinsic properties and the discussion of fundamental themes that
Willi Siber pursues in his art on many different levels: the questions of material,
its processing and reinterpretation, the canon of colour and form, and questions
of space, light and appearance. In his series, Siber is always looking for new
ways to explore and develop the basics of sensory perception, to exploit and
further develop the artistic optical interplay of two- and three-dimensionality,
mMaterialisation and disembodiment.

Regardless of his current choice of material, Willi Siber's artistic process is always
linked to consistent research work. He is a tinkerer who often spends months
trying to achieve certain effects and mastering a material. Each work is bbased on
numerous, successive and precisely coordinated steps that ultimately fuse into
a perfectly aesthetic whole.

His innovative use of the material wood puts Willi Siber at the forefront of
innovations in the field of wooden sculpture. He rejected solid wood sculptures
early on in his career and created pillow- or tube-like wooden pods with closely
placed knobbly surface pegs. Over time, the artist expanded his oeuvre, working
with different paints, varnishes, emulsions, and cast epoxy resin. Today, one of his
preferred materials is steel.

Colour does not simply serve the purpose of illustrating forms, surfaces, figures or
signs in Willi Siber's painterly yet sculptural work. It leads a life of its own. By using



pigmented epoxy resins, the artist applies surface texture that is seemingly wet
and glossy, seductively tactile and reflective and absorbs, reflects and transcends
light.

In Willi Siber's art, light abandons its supporting role and claims its own autonomy,
not only through polished layers of resin, but especially through the chrome
varnished surfaces of his wall objects and the idiosyncratic cuts of his steel tube
structures, claiming the freedom to enhance or suppress colour nuances at will.
As light is reflected by colour textures, its luminosity and impact is affected by its
intensity and refraction angle.

Colour thrives on light, and light defines the space that is so present in a range
of interpretations in Willi Siber's art. His wooden wall hung and free-standing
works, outer layers interrupted by an all-over relief of pegs, splinters, or nubs,
illustrate this essential interaction with space in a diverse and meaningful way.
They detach from static rigidity and develop their character from liberated inner
structures and jagged outer surfaces that embrace spatial interactions. In an
osmotic interaction, they allow themselves to be penetrated and enveloped
by the space that surrounds them. Their furry, broken, skeletal body structures
develop a distinctive atmospheric presence that is absorbed by the mood and
feel of the room.

Willi Siber's visual and formal language is characterised by ambivalent optical
impressions, an abandoning of spatial, material, and formal clarity. The viewer
experiences perceptual challenges. With each change of location, works confront
them with different manifestations of form, light, and space, and varying degrees
of solidity and delicacy, heaviness and lightness, density and dissolution, organic
and constructed, proximity and distance, simplicity and complexity, static and
dynamic.

Willi Siber's shapes and images challenge beliefs in our visual experience. In
an architectural context, they develop their own spatial characteristics. With an
affinity towards site-specific settings, Willi Siber designs room installations that
shape and transform the appearance of their surroundings in keeping with their
environment.

Willi Siber is a contemporary artist who, regardless of changing trends, retains
their belief in the permanence of classic means of visual expression, and insists on
their own form of self-expression, which they tenaciously pursue and develop. Willi
Siber's art aims beyond the rational every day at a more intuitive understanding.
It relies on open engagement, which reveals its full range of expressions.
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Willi Siber is interested in the tightrope walk between antipodes. His material
and formal language derives from discovering the unexpected in the seemingly
familiar, with moments of ambiguity and foreboding, distant and mysterious.
Whatever his choice of artistic medium, he always introduces doubt around optical
certainty. The artist sets a high bar for formal-aesthetic balance, and equilibrium
of structure and form, space and light in his compositions, so high that the viewer
veers between formal emotional, affective, and metaphorical engagement. In
this process, they are constantly reminded of their liberty to observe at will, their
capacity for perception, and their ability to decode the diversity and heterogeneity
of place, composition, vibrancy and transparency of the surfaces, forms, gestures,
mMaterials, and surfaces.

Willi Siber's viewer becomes a participant, tasked with finding answers and
surrendering to the fascination of form. The experience of each individual piece
is taken up by the quest to define its appearance, constantly in flux with its light
and surrounding conditions, never reaching a permanent state or presence. This
is the fascination of Willi Siber's artistic practice.

About the Author
Dr. phil. Stefanie Dathe

Born 1968 in Frankfurt, Germany, Dr. Stefanie Dathe is the current Director
of Museum Ulm in south Germany. Previous museum roles include Museum
Ravensburg and Museum Villa Rot, also in Germany.

Dr. Dathe was awarded her PhD in the history of medieval Spanish architecture in
1999. She read Art History, Philosophy, Ethnology and Ancient American Studies
in Mainz and Bonn, Germany, and Zurich, Switzerland. Dathe has published
extensively on contemporary art, alongside working as a freelance exhibition
curator and in the commercial art industry.
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Panel Object
BRI
MDF, chrome varnish
110 x 75 %x9cm
2023
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Panel Object
ARt
MDF, chrome varnish
80 x 56 x 9cm
2023

Panel Object
BRI
MDF, polished varnish
80 x 56 x 9cm
2023
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Panel Object
BRI
metal, PIR, epoxy
56 x 56 x 7/cm
2023

Wall Object
#EH
polished bronze
27 x 21 x7cm
2020
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Wall Object
&1
wood, PIR, epoxy
33 x25x17cm
2023

Wall Objects
B
birch, MDF, chrome varnish
35 x 35 x 4.5cm each
2022
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Wall Objects
HSY 1+
birch, multiplex, chrome varnish
40 x 120 x 10cm, 7 piece Installation
2020-2023
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Wall Objects
HhEY
MDF, chrome varnish
18 x 10 x 7cm each
2015-2020

Wall Objects
#SY1F
metal, PIR, epoxy
29 x 215 x 7cm each
2022
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Wall Objects
Bt
MDF, chrome varnish
30 x 20 x 5cm each
2023
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WILLI SIBER
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Born 1949, Germany
Lives and works in Germany

Education

1976

Master of Arts in Sculpture, State Academy of Fine Arts, Stuttgart, Germany
1974

Bachelor of Arts in Art and Sciences, Stuttgart University, Stuttgart, Germany

Exhibitions (selected)

2023

‘Masterclass: New Works by Willi Siber’, Karin Welber Gallery, Hong Kong
‘Fresh from the Studio’, Galerie Smudajescheck, Munich, Germany
‘What a Thing', Art Space Villa Friede, Bonn, Germany

‘New Works, Gallery Benden & Ackermann, Cologne, Germany
2022

‘Magic Spaces’, Galerie v. Braunbehrens, Stuttgart, Germany

‘New Works,” Galerie Benden & Ackermann, Dusseldorf, Germany
‘Early Works', Galerie Smudajescheck, Munich, Germany

‘Beauty Craze', Galerie art affair, Regensburg, Germany

‘Monde’, Galerie Stern Wywiol, Hamburg, Germany

Art Fairs (selected)

Art Cologne, Germany

art KARLSRUHE, Germany
Art Central, Hong Kong
Art Taipel, Taiwan

Kiaf SEOUL, South Korea
Art Miami, USA

SCOPE New York, USA

Collections (selected)

The CGerman Parliament, Berlin, Germany
Deutsche Bank, Frankfurt, Germany

GCerman Embassy, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Zurich Insurance, Zurich, Switzerland

City Art Museum Spendhaus, Reutlingen, Germany

For full CV: https,//mwww.karinwebergallery.com/artists/willi-siber/
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KARIN WEBER GALLERY #lf®&E{AZ &

Established in 1999 by German-born Karin Weber and now in its 24th year,
Karin Weber Gallery is one of Hong Kong's oldest contemporary art galleries.
Situated on Aberdeen Street, in the heart of SoHo, the gallery presents a year-
round programme of curated exhibitions, talks, and collector events.

As unique network of partners based in London and Mumbai allows us to
source emerging and established contemporary art from around the world.
We are equally passionate about presenting works by local artists. The gallery
assists artists through exhibitions, art fairs, and residency programmes
throughout the world. Small in size, yet global in outlook, Karin Weber Gallery
is one of Hong Kong's truly international boutique galleries.
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karin weber gallery
Contemporcey Fine Ar

G/F, 20 Aberdeen Street, Central, Hong Kong
ERRIRIGE @205 T
+852 2544 5004

karinwebergallery.com
art@karinwebergallery.com

© 2023 Karin Weber Gallery
All Rights Are Reserved
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